
Sandringham Parish Council 
Meeting held virtually on Wednesday 11th November 2020 at 

6.30pm  

 
Minutes 

Present: Parish Councillors: B. Colson (Chair), S Hickling and M Cove 
In attendance: Borough Councillors T Bubb and J Collingham (left 6.56pm), County Councillor Stuart 

Dark (left 6.45pm), Mrs G Scanlon (Clerk). No public in attendance. 

 

1 Welcome and introductions to members of the public. 
The Chairman congratulated County Cllr S Dark on being awarded an MBE in the 
delayed Queen’s Birthday Honours. 

 
2 Apologies for absence and confirmation of quorum: Cllrs K Dennis and P 

Woodhouse. The meeting was declared quorate. 
 
3 Councillors’ declaration of interests: None. 

 
4 Items that members of the public wish to raise:  No Public were present. 

 
5 To adopt the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 11th March 2020: proposed 

by Cllr Hickling seconded by Cllr Cove 
 

6 Matters arising from Minutes of the 11th March 2020: 
a.  Seat at Wolferton: Cllr Hickling advised no further progress.  
b. Parking in Wolferton. Item covered under 12c. 

 
7 Report from Borough Councillors: 

a. Cllr Collingham advised she had nothing to report specific to Sandringham. 
b. Cllr Collingham had been informed of the closure of the West Newton Social 

Club and enquired if there was an intended use of the building. Cllr Hickling 
advised it was closed on a temporary basis through the winter months. The 
Estate will meet the Committee in the New Year to take things forward.  

c. Cllr Bubb expressed concern as to dead hares along Beach Road/Station Road, 
Snettisham which did not appear to be infected with myxomatosis. Cllr Hickling 
advised that the Estate was aware but did not feel it was due to coursing.  

d. Planning application for extension and refurbishment of Park House, 
Sandringham had been granted 18 months ago.   Cllr Colson enquired whether 
that lapsed now that the hotel has been vacated or would be available to a 
new occupant.  Cllr Bubb confirmed that that was the case up to five years.  

 
8 Report from County Councillor S Dark. 

a. Cllr Dark advised his priority has been managing the Borough’s response to the 
Covid pandemic.   He said that the infection level locally is rising dramatically urged 
everyone to follow the rules regarding bubbles, social distancing etc.   
 



b. The A149 speed reductions and junction consultation is still ongoing. The 
entire route is not covered by the consultation, however traffic calming methods 
are being suggested for Wolferton Woods.  Cllr Dark will forward the latest plans. 
 

9 Report from Norfolk Constabulary. 
The Chairman advised he had received a Police newsletter, reporting a low level of 
incidences, 3 domestic abuse cases, 2 acts of criminal damage and 1 public fear for 
September. This covered Dersingham and the former Valley Hill Ward.  
 

10 Planning Applications received for consideration by Parish Council. 
a. Update on Children’s Play Area application: The Chairman had supported the 

application.   Subsequent note: it was given approval on 20th November 2020. 
b. Sandringham Cricket Club site development plan: The Chairman had contact 

from Andy Walder of SCC regarding plans to extend the pavilion to broaden its 
use. This will include ladies’ changing facilities. Initial outline drawings had 
been circulated to Councillors however they are being further modified. Andy 
Walder has been invited to attend the next Parish Council meeting on 13th 
January 2021. The Chairman’s initial view is that it should be supported.  

 
11 Matters dealt with by the Council since 11th March 2020 meeting: 

a. Postponement of May’s AGM: Due to the Covid virus “in person meetings” had 
been cancelled and in accordance with the Government emergency regulations 
Cllrs voted to defer until May 2021. The AGM must be an “in person meeting”. 

b. There is no update on the Post Office reducing visit times at West Newton. 
c. Liaison with NCC re A149 speed restriction and junction safety improvements: 

See Cllr Dark’s County Council report. 
d. Liaison with Estate and Natural England re parking at Wolferton: see item 12c 
e. Access to RAF Memorial, Steer Road, Wolferton: No update to report. 
f. Training for the Clerk to the Council and new “Contact us” email address: The 

Clerk had completed her training course. The website had been updated to 
show new “Contact Us” details. There will be a gradual change over during the 
Winter from the Chairman dealing with correspondence to the Clerk. 

g. County Council Divisional boundaries – proposed changes consultation 
response to Local Government Boundary Committee for England: A response 
had been submitted expressing concern regarding Sandringham being moved 
into the Woottons to keep Snettisham linked to Dersingham and not Docking. 

h. “Planning for the Future” White Paper consultation response by the Parish 
Council: When the Chairman asked Cllrs’ opinions on replying to the 
consultation there was a split view.  He advised he had used his casting vote 
and sent the submission as drafted and circulated in advance to Cllrs. 

i. Annual Governance and Accounts return (AGAR): The Independent Auditors 
had challenged the Parish Council and wished to impose a fine for not 
submitting our annual AGAR form. However, the form had been submitted in 
May 2020, a copy of which was then sent to them and the matter resolved. 

j. Meeting of Police & Crime Commissioner and Chief Constable 6th November: 
SNAP meetings are due to recommence via Zoom. During the pandemic there 
had been a sharp increase in fraud and scams especially “courier fraud”. Fake 
couriers follow legitimate ones and claim the incorrect parcel has been 
delivered and they needed to take it back. It was felt the more vulnerable 
needed to be made aware.  A loose insert has been placed in Village Voice. 



k. Complaint by West Newton Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr Hickling 
is dealing with the complaint and advised there is currently no update. 

  
12 Parish matters that require attention by Councillors. 

a. Appointment of a seventh Councillor:  A West Newton resident had expressed 
an interest.   This will be followed up when we’re able to meet in person. 

b. Alive Leisure: Older peoples’ activities survey: The Chairman had circulated the 
survey and urged Councillors to complete it online. 

c. Any others matter including those raised by members of the public 
i. Parking and associated matters at Wolferton – The parking issues had 

subsided since no parking signs had been erected but had worsened at 
October half term and especially since the second lockdown.  The 
Chairman referred to a Report he had circulated not just about parking 
but safety issues and littering and he felt the Parish Council should be 
party to finding a solution.  Cllr Hickling said a number of proposals are 
being investigated with Natural England but he agreed to include the 
Parish Council in the discussions.   

 
13 Correspondence: 

a. 18th Sept: Norfolk Rivers Trust newsletter – forwarded to Councillors. 
b. 19th Sept: Norfolk Coast Partnership traffic and transport survey – forwarded 
 to Councillors for completion. 
c. 10th Oct: Norfolk Coast Partnership newsletter – Forwarded to Councillors  
d. Email 17th Oct Borough re Council Tax support scheme. This is a scheme for 

those who pay Council Tax and are on a low income or facing hardship due to 
the Covid lockdown restrictions. 

 
14 Any other business:  

a. The Chairman advised that a judicial review had been approved for an offshore 
wind farm off the East Anglia coast of eastern England. The implementation of 
the windfarm would result in severe HGV traffic for many years, 44-Metre-
wide trenches needing to be dug out for cabling etc.   

b. Cllr Bubb stated Norfolk Association of Local Councils had recently become a 
Cooperative Society. He had volunteered to represent Dersingham Parish 
Council attending virtual meetings, discussing policies and reporting back at 
Full Council meetings. He advised he was happy to do the same for 
Sandringham Parish Council. The Chairman to enquire further and report back. 

c. Since the meeting, the route of the English Coast Path through the parish has 
been published.  Given that it is the same as in the original consultation 
proposal the Chairman does not intend to respond further unless it is wished, if 
so it has to be by a date in mid to late January. 

      
15 Date of next meeting: Wednesday 13th January 2021. Virtual or Venue to be 

confirmed. Should a face to face meeting be permitted the venue would have 
been Sandringham Club, West Newton however should the club face permanent 
closure an alternative venue will have to be arranged.   

 
Meeting closed 7.45pm 

  
 



 
 


