
 

 

 

Sandringham Estate Partnership with 

 Countrystyle Recycling and Envar 

 
Conservation has always been an important part of the Estates’ management practices, His 

Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh’s key principle was to maintain the Estate for future 

generations.  

 

Continuing this legacy Sandringham is implementing further environmental initiatives across 

the Estate, looking at new ways to manage the Royal Parkland, forests and gardens to further 

boost green credentials. 

 

The latest initiative involves a partnership with Cambridgeshire based Countrystyle Recycling 

and their sister company Envar, in a waste management project to recycle compostable 

packaging and waste food from the Estate to produce compost and biomass. The compost 

“soil conditioner” produced from the recycling process will close the recycling loop and be 

returned to the Estate after 6-8 weeks to be used in the Gardens. 

 

In addition, to support the latest initiative, the Catering Department at Sandringham has 

made changes to provide an improved offering for visitors such as: changing from plastic 

water bottles to glass bottles (which are made from 80% recycled glass), with investment into 

takeaway cutlery and packaging made by Veg-Ware – a 100% natural and biodegradable 

product.  The Visitor Enterprise Department have standardised the way waste is segregated 

with newly installed eco-container stores located around the Visitor Centre, to develop a 

sustainable solution for recycling waste. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The Head Gardener at Sandringham said: 
 
"The Estate now welcomes a large number of visitors particularly to see the Gardens, with a 
percentage of them purchasing refreshments to take away and enjoy around our beautiful 
settings. The Gardens Team are delighted that we can now use the recycled refreshment 
products, once turned into compost, for the Gardens, completing the entire process. The 
Estate aims to work as sustainably as possible, and this is just another great example of that." 
 
Visitor Enterprise Operations Manager at Sandringham said:  
 
“The Estate’s vision for the future prioritises the importance of sustainability by reducing its 
environmental impact year on year.  We are excited to be working with Countrystyle Recycling 
and Envar to ensure our compostable packaging is recycled, which all happens in East Anglia.” 

 
Joe Hemsley-Rudd, Head of Commercial Operations at Countrystyle Recycling said: 

 

 “Compostable packaging and food waste must be collected and processed in a particular 
way to ensure maximum environmental benefit. Countrystyle Recycling has invested in a 
fleet of dedicated dual pod vehicles for the collection of food waste and compostable 
packaging. These specially designed vehicles also reduce the carbon footprint of collections. 
The waste is then taken to our sister company Envar’s in- vessel composting operation at St 
Ives Cambridge where it is processed into compost. This collaboration ensures our 
commitment to sustainability, the environment and ties into our Group’s ethos of closing the 
loop and creating a viable circular economy. We are proud to be able to offer this dedicated 
service to support the Sandringham initiative and enable the composting of this compostable 
packaging.” 
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Notes to Editors   
 
Sandringham Estate 

Sandringham House and Gardens are open to visitors six days a week from 10am – 4pm, 
remaining closed on Fridays.  Sandringham Estate is the much-loved country retreat of Her 
Majesty The Queen and has been the private home to four generations of British Monarchs 
since 1862.  
 
Sandringham Royal Parkland spans nearly 243 hectares and is open daily throughout the year 
for walking and cycling, is dog friendly and includes a woodland children’s play area.  
 
St Mary Magdalene Church, visited by the Royal Family particularly at Christmas, is also 
located in the Royal Parkland and open to visitors in line with Sandringham House opening 
times.  
 
Facilities at Sandringham Courtyard include The Sandringham Shop, Sandringham Restaurant 
serving light lunches, hot & cold drinks, cakes and Afternoon Tea, and The Terrace Café offers 
takeaway refreshments. Facilities at the Courtyard are open daily throughout the year, please 
see the website for the most up to date times.  
 
For further information and imagery please contact Laura Cottrell: 
marketing@sandringhamestate.co.uk  
 
 
Sandringham Social Media:  
Twitter: @sandringham1870  
Instagram: @sandringham1870  
Facebook: @sandringham1870 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
About Countrystyle Recycling 
 
Countrystyle Recycling is a privately-owned resource management & waste recycling 
business. With a flagship facility in Ridham, Sittingbourne, the company recently announced 
its expansion into the Norfolk and Cambridgeshire area through synergies with its sister 
company Envar (more below). 
 
Countrystyle delivers innovative waste management and recycling services that reduce the 
impact of clients’ waste on the environment whilst creating cost-effective and reliable waste 
management solutions, creating greener business acumen. The company has previous 
experience in driving recycling initiatives for major public and private clients. It is one of the 
leading independent waste management and recycling companies in East Anglia and the 
South East. 
 
 
About Envar 
 
Envar processes green waste to produce and supply high-quality compost and biomass. Envar 
is in the unique position to be able to process compostable packaging through its in-vessel 
composting systems located at its flagship composting site in Cambridgeshire. Envar has a 
close relationship with compostable packaging manufacturers to provide a dedicated closed 
loop solution for the effective composting of this material. It also operates green waste 
composting facilities in West London, Surrey, Warwickshire and Derby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Additional Notes to Editors 

 

What is compostable packaging? 
 
Quite simply, compostable packaging is packaging which is made from plant-based, 
recycled materials which, when processed correctly, can be returned to earth as compost 
or soil improver. It provides an environmentally friendly alternative to single use plastic. 
Using a dedicated collection service ensures the compostable packaging goes through a 
quality control process, to minimise contamination. The packaging is then processed at an 
in-vessel composting facility where it is decomposed to form compost. Countrystyle in 
partnership with Envar is one of a handful of waste management companies offering a 
closed-loop solution to food waste and compostable packaging disposal – which includes 
the collection and processing of this form of packaging. 

 

How is it processed? 
 
Envar uses industry-leading in-vessel composting technology and ever-evolving processes 
developed over more than 30 years to process organic waste in the most efficient, safe, cost 
effective and sustainable manner to produce a high-quality end soil improver. 

 
Envar’s flagship Cambridge site utilises a computer-controlled double-ended batch tunnel 
in-vessel system, capable of safely composting all manner of materials including 
compostable packaging. 

 
Compostable packaging, food waste, green waste and specific organic waste collected from 
homes and businesses is delivered to Envar’s site in Cambridgeshire. This waste is then 
shredded and blended to produce a homogeneous mix for composting. Blended material is 
loaded into the in-vessel bunker system, which features an aeration system, temperature 
control and wireless data logging probes to decompose it in a controlled manner which 
meets EU composting standards. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The system processes the waste in a fully enclosed computer-controlled environment. 
Once the tunnels of the in-vessel bunker system are filled and the doors are closed, fans 
blow air through the perforated floors of the tunnels. The air passes through the 
composting material and is re-circulated within the tunnels. 
When the oxygen level within the tunnel drops below a minimum set level, fresh air is 
drawn in, allowing very tight control of oxygen levels and temperature within the material. 

 
 
Following the in-vessel stage is the stabilisation phase where the compost is arranged in 
rows and turned on a regular basis with a dedicated turner. After 6 to 8 weeks the material 
is ready for screening into a peat free high-quality PAS 100 compost. 

 
Envar only process the following compostable products that conform to the criteria within 
BS EN 13432, BS EN 14995 and ASTM D6400 certifications: 

• Biodegradable Polymers 
• Bags 
• Packaging 

• Other products made of such material 


