
 
 
 
 
For Release on Friday 15 July at 1pm 
 
Today marks the official opening of a “Butterfly Meadow” in the Gardens at Sandringham, a 
collaborative project between The Sandringham Estate, The Norfolk Hospice and a local 
Blacksmith. 
 
Handcrafted by local blacksmith, Nigel Barnett of Fransham Forge, over 2,500 steel model 
Butterflies are now on display in “The Dell” for visitors to see as part of their Gardens 
admission from the 16 July - 1 September. The butterflies painted blue in the style of the 
silver-studded blue butterfly, a species which can be found in Norfolk, echo the poppy 
installation at the Tower of London.  With a suggested donation of £25, the butterflies offer 
a keepsake memory to commemorate the life of or pay tribute to someone special.  
 
Measuring approximately six inches wide and three-foot-high the butterflies are affixed to a 
steel pole so they can be easily planted in the ground and will be available after the 
installation ends on 1 September to those that have donated, with one hundred percent of 
the proceeds supporting the work of The Norfolk Hospice. 
 
Nicola Ellis, Chief Executive at The Norfolk Hospice, said:  
 
“We are extremely grateful for the tremendous support from the Sandringham Estate, who 
kindly planted a memorial tree for the families Tapping House has supported and for letting 
us use their beautiful Garden as the location for the butterfly installation. The butterflies are 
a beautiful way to remember someone special to you and commemorate their life. We hope 
that the public remember their loved ones and support the vital work of the Hospice at the 
same time. The butterfly meadow with the backdrop of Sandringham House is a spectacular 
scene and we can’t wait for visitors to see the installation this summer.”  
 
Earlier in the year, the Estate collaborated with The Norfolk Hospice to plant a memorial 
tree in Sandringham Arboretum, dedicated to those who have been supported by local 
charity The Norfolk Hospice through the Pandemic. The tree also represented 
Sandringham’s contribution to The Queen’s Green Canopy, a nationwide tree planting 
initiative created to mark special tree plantings across the UK, to mark Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee. 
 
The butterflies in the ‘Butterfly Meadow’ can be purchased online at 
www.norfolkhospice.org.uk/butterfly or by calling The Norfolk Hospice on 01485 601701. 
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Notes to Editors: Sandringham Estate 
 
The Butterfly Meadow can be seen with Gardens admission tickets until 1 September.  
Closed Fridays and from 23-31 July inclusive. 
 
Tickets for Sandringham House and Gardens must be prebooked in advance via the website 
www.sandringhamestate.co.uk.  
 
Sandringham House and Gardens are open to visitors six days a week until 13 October, 
10am – 4pm, remaining closed on Fridays.  
 
Sandringham Estate is the much-loved country retreat of Her Majesty The Queen and has 
been the private home to four generations of British Monarchs since 1862. Sandringham 
Royal Parkland spans nearly 243 hectares and is open daily throughout the year for walking 
and cycling, is dog friendly and includes a woodland children’s play area.  Sandringham 
Arboretum is also open all year in line with the Royal Parkland and features many trees and 
plants from “around the world.”  
 
St Mary Magdalene Church, visited by the Royal Family particularly at Christmas, is also 
located in the Royal Parkland and open to visitors in line with Sandringham House opening 
times. Facilities at Sandringham Courtyard include The Sandringham Shop, Sandringham 
Restaurant serving light lunches and Afternoon Tea, and the Terrace take away cafe 
facilities.  
 
All open daily throughout the year, please see the website for the most up to date times.  
 
Media enquiries: Laura Cottrell, Head of Marketing E: 
marketing@sandringhamestate.co.uk, Sandringham Social Media: Twitter: 
@sandringham1870 Instagram: @sandringham1870 Facebook: @sandringham1870  
 
The Norfolk Hospice  
 
The Norfolk Hospice is a registered charity in Hillington which provides free care, comfort 
and compassion to people in North and West Norfolk who are living with a life limiting 
illness, whilst also providing support for their families and friends. 
 
Butterflies for the Butterfly Meadow are on sale now and can be purchased ahead of the 
installation online at www.norfolkhospice.org.uk/butterfly or by calling The Norfolk Hospice 
on 01485 601701.  
The butterflies will be available for collection after the installation finishes on the 1 
September.  
 
Media enquiries: Contact Louise Turner at The Norfolk Hospice,  
E: louise.turnermarketing@norfolkhospice.org.uk T: 01485 601700 


